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The Israeli sdvance to the Gulf of Aqeba is not expected to reverse
the present trend toward stabilisation in Palestine. Dutch intransigeance
nontinues to block & Republican-Netherlands conference to establish an
interim federal governmant in Indonesis. Atlantic Pact negotiations have
about reached the stage for public discussion of its terme.
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Sav;;t penatration of IRO camp in Philippines poses gecurity problem.

Reported incluaion of Soviet agents among the four thousand White Russian
refugees recently shipped from Shanghel to the Philippinss under IRO
auspices reflects the nead for more atfeotive 1RO screening at the port

of embarkation. While ths extent of Soviat penetration of the camp on
Samar Island is not yet clear, the presence of some minor Soviet epents
has been indicated end et least one contact betwsen local pro-USSR alaments
and suspsct refugees has been made. The reluctance of interested IRC mem-
bers to fulfill their commitments to provide permanent haven for these
‘refugees, the evident hope of rany of them to enter the US and the dupli-
cation of such conditions at other refugee embarkation ports will probably
plague tha IR0 for some months to corme.
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Justifyving the Atlantic Pagt before the UN. Witk the Atlantic Pact
negotiations approasching their final phase and the public release of the
text at hend, world-wide discission of the pactls relationship to the ON
may be taken for granted. It is practically cartain not only that the
USSR will charge that the pact is aggressive in its purpcses and violates
alike the letter and spirit of the UN Charter, but also that a large body
of non-Communist opinion will share these views. Consequently, the US
UN delegetion believes that the issue of the Atlantic Pact should be met
squarely rather than evaded. It therafore counsels that the five pro-
spective signatories who also sit in the Council themselves initiate
Security Council discussions of the pact. No resolution wouvld be intro-
duced but strong and cogent statements would be made stressing the non-
aggressive aims of the pact and its harmony with the UN Charter. By this
procedurs, 1t is hoped that the USSR would be placed on the defensive.
Any condemnatory resolution introduced by the USER would probably be
rejected, 9-2. Inasrch as a vigorous attack on the pact is eassvred, the
Western Powers would lose nothing by seiging the inditiative in airing the
igsue. By demonetrating thet the Charter clesrly authorizes such regional
arrengements, the signatories of tle pact would strengbhen. their hold on
public opinion both here and abroad.
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Arsb refugees. While the plight of the Arab refugees becomes
inereasingly eritical, all available UN funds will be exhausted by the
end of March. The UN Seerstariat hac brought this development to the
attention of the US and is seeking to ascertain bow soon the promised
US Congressional appropriation for this purpcse will be forthcoming.

Koraa may be admitted to FCAFE. Deaplte bitter opposition of the
Soviat bloc, ECOSOC recently umended the terms of reference of the
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far Fast to permit the adnission
of the Republic of Korea as an mssocifite member should the Commission
so decide.

The Mufti sgain. The UN Palestins Conciliation Commissionts
invitation to Haj Amin-el-Husseini, ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, to atiend
the Arab refugee talke at Beirut has drawn a sharp protest from Israel.
The Israelis point to the Mufti's record of colleboration with the
Nazis and add trat he no longer enjoys any prestige even among the
Arabs. King Abdullah of Transjordan eppears to be alrost as incensed
at the invitation as are the Israelis.

USSR _revives Trieste issus. Despite the failure of its recent
attempt to secure the sppointment of a Triesie governor, the USSR 1s
again seeking to recopen the subject. If successful, 1t may propose
a gonal Jdivision of tre Territory as a move in its "peace offensive.”
Although this is less a gain for the Italians than that propesed by
the US, UK and France in 1948, it might prove acceptable both to Rome
and to Belgrade.

Craation of EGME daterred. FCUSOL hes again deferred approving
the creation of an Economic Commission for the Middle Fast (ECME)
until ite July seasion. Although the question of Israeli membership
was the primary factor in the postponerent, this lssue will nrobably
not prevent the formation of ECKF aftér the admissiop of Isreel to the
UN, especially if the US program of aid to underdeveloped areas is to

e channeled through UN regional cormissions.
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